Lance Corporal Leonard LONGBOTTOM

Service No. 49788 (initially 2826)
Died 30 April 1918 – aged 20

1/6th Bn. Durham Light Infantry (initially 5th Bn)
Buried at St Peter’s Churchyard, Bishopton, County Durham

Remembered on the War Memorial at Bishopton, County Durham


Leonard was born on 21 September 1897 at Wentbridge, North Yorkshire and baptised at Darrington.  In the 1911 Census, when the family was living at 4, Georgina Terrace in Stockton, his siblings still at home were Lilian May (11), Arthur (9), Clifford (7) and Thomas E. (5). Leonard’s occupation was recorded as “cowmans helper”.  His elder brother, George William was in the Army, having enlisted in the York and Lancaster Regiment in 1907.
On 5 October 1914, two weeks after his 17th birthday and two months after war was declared, Leonard enlisted in the Territorial Force with 4 years’ service in the UK. At this time his home address was 3 Adam Street, Stockon-on-Tees and his initial Service Number was 2826 in the 5th Bn. Durham Light Infantry.  On 6 February 1918 he was posted to France but was wounded in action only seven weeks later on 30 March.  He was taken back to England and admitted to the 3rd Western General Hospital at Cardiff on 25th April 1918. 

Leonard’s Medical Records show he had “severe flesh wounds to the right thigh and left leg – very septic and suffering from septicaemia” and note that there had been “Gas infection of wounds in France”. On 30 April 1918, only five days after admission, he died at the hospital of “sepsis and exhaustion” and was then buried in the Churchyard at St. Peter’s, Bishopton.  His brother, George, Killed in Action in 1915, together with their father and mother, are all remembered on his gravestone.

Despite being recorded on his Medical Case Sheet as “LCpl, 6th DLI” when admitted to hospital, Leonard had previously had numerous and rather confusing changes of rank.  He was first promoted to “Unpaid L/Cpl” on 19 December 1914 and then to “(Act) Cpl” on 27 February1915, but on 19 October 1916 he “Reverted at own request” to “Pte”.   

On 17 May 1917 he was “Appointed (Paid) A/Cpl” but seems to have been once again a “Pte” when posted to France on 6 February 1918.  Other than on the Medical Case Sheet noted above, his Army Records after his posting to France, and the CWGC records after his death, all refer to him as a Private.  It is possible that he may have been promoted again “in the field” without there being time to officially record that before he was wounded and returned to England.
This confusion about Leonard’s final rank can perhaps be put down to what has been called “the fog of war” or, and this was perhaps more likely, “the fog of wartime army bureaucracy”.  Leonard’s gravestone, however, clearly shows he was known to his Bishopton neighbours and remembered by his family as a Lance Corporal.

Two items in Leonard’s Service Records confirm very clearly that his family were Bishopton residents by then. 

· Army Form B. 104-126 dated 31 August 1918 sent to his father from York Infantry Records when his effects were returned - “1. cigarettes, wallet, letters, photos, cards, steel mirror in case, purse, disc, pocket book, cap badge, testament, set of False Teeth, 4 – ½d. stamps” and “2. Muffler. letter”.

· A “Statement of Names & Addresses of Relatives Still Living”, dated 20 October 1919, completed by the family and countersigned by Rev. R.H. Reilly, Vicar of Bishopton. 

This showed his brother, Alfred, as living at Guisborough, whilst Arthur, Clifford, Thomas Edward and Lillian Mary were all still in Bishopton. Mary was by then married and known as Mary Bellamy, living at 75 Pearson Street, Stockton-on-Tees.  
For his service in France Leonard was awarded the British War Medal 1914-18 and the Allied Victory Medal.  He also entitled to a War Gratuity of £16-10-0, which the Army Register of Soldiers’ Effects shows was paid to his father, George, on 9 December 1919.  A previous payment of £6-12-5 for monies held generally by the Army had been made to his father on 29 August .
